
All billfish 
caught must 
be returned 

to the sea 
unharmed 

unless 
landed under 
the terms of 
an approved 
tournament.

Stone Crab closed season 
is June 1st through             

October 15th.

Harvest of females and 
whole crabs is prohibited.

  Stone crab claws measur-
ing less than 4 inches are 

prohibited from catch.

Sharks,  sea turtles, and ALL marine                          mammals are protected and prohibited to 
harm by law.

 The law defines “harm” as attempts to take, 
harass, hunt, or any other action towards 

the animal.

It is against the 
law to take living 
OR dead coral or 

sea fans

Best practices:

Pick up litter!

Do not touch or 
stand on coral, 

they are  delicate 
and this is harmful 

to their health.

Use moorings 
when available,

 otherwise- 
anchor in sand 
away from reef
 and seagrass 

Don't discharge 
holding tanks or 

bilge water within 3 
miles of land.

Beachcomb 
responsibly! 

Removing living 
creatures

 (shells with
 animals inside,

 sand dollars, sea 
stars, urchins etc) 

from the sea is
 prohibited. 

Not sure whether 
it’s alive? Living 
sand dollars are 

brown and urchins 
have spines. 

Wildlife feeding 
should be left to 

licensed and 
trained Bahamian 
operators for the 
safety of humans 

IF WE ALL DO OUR 
PART WE CAN KEEP 

THE BAHAMAS 
BEAUTIFUL FOR       

DECADES TO COME!

KNOW YA LIMITS
FISHING LAWS FOR VISITORS TO THE BAHAMAS

Prior to engaging in fishing practice, vessels must have cleared 
at a port of entry and obtained a valid fishing license

All limits remain the same despite the presence of a Bahamian onboard.
A Bahamian vessel with one or more non-Bahamians on board must 

also adhere to the below laws.

Visitors to The Bahamas are not permitted to sell or trade any 
fisheries product. This constitutes commercial fishing and is a 

serious violation of the law.

 Demersal fish: 20 fish OR 60 lbs 
total (grouper, snapper, etc.).

Grouper less than 3 lbs are       
prohibited.

Nassau Grouper capture,    
purchase, or sale is prohibited 

during closed season.

December 1st - Feburary 28th

Maximum allowance of 18 
pelagic fish (any combination 
of dolphin, wahoo, kingfish, or 

tuna) at a time. 

Maximum 6 Conch per vessel.

Must be of legal size (adults 
have well developed flared lip, 

juveniles do not)

10 Spiny Lobsters (crawfish) per vessel
Lobster season is closed from April 1 to 

July 31. 
Minimum tail length of 5 ½ inches.

Possession of egg bearing females and 
/or removal of eggs is prohibited

The use of spear guns or any trigger apparatus are outlawed. 
All spearfishing must take place using hawaiian sling or pole 

spear, with relevant permit.

   No spearfishing within 200 yards of the shore around family 
islands.  In Grand Bahama and Nassau, no spearfishing 

within 1 mile of shore.
The use of SCUBA or any compressed air for harvest 

of marine species is prohibited. 

The use of nets or traps (other than landing nets)
 is prohibited.

Only citizens of The Bahamas may apply for 
permits for certain practices 

(air compressors, nets, traps, etc.)

A vessel may have no more than 6 fishing 
rods in use at one time.

Catch and release of  Bonefish is 
strongly encouraged.

Any person over age 12 is required 
to obtain a flats fishing license.

Target fishing 
for sharks is 
prohibited. 

Be aware when leaving The Bahamas by boat the 
above limits apply. 

There are additional US Federal laws surrounding the 
condition of fish and lobster returning to The United 

States and added prohibited species
 i.e Queen conch, Nassau/Goliath grouper.

 The most restrictive rule applies (when you 
are traveling between two countries.)

We thank you for 
taking the time 

to Know Ya 
Limits!

BROUGHT TO YOU BY KNOW YA LIMITS 
AND FRIENDS OF THE ENVIRONMENT

MORE INFO AT KNOWYALIMITS.ORG AND FRIENDSOFTHEENVIRONMENT.ORG


