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A teams of  explorers, cave divers, and biologists came together to map blue hole passages and study the environs of  the Blue 
Holes National Park in South Abaco this December. FRIENDS partnered with them to help bring this knowledge to the 

community. The group hosted field trips at the research site to teach students and community members about the many facets 
of  the project. Students were fortunate to meet experts in the fields of  science and technology and to see some ground breaking 
technology at work. Each field trip introduced students to the multi-faceted nature of  the project through a series of  interactive 

stations which were set up in the pine forest near the blue holes.

Right: An expedition partner 
takes a core sample from an 
Abaco Pine tree.  

Far Right: Students learn about 
the importance of  native 
vegetation and the role it plays 
in blue hole ecosystems while 
tasting some Bahamian bush 
plants.  
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Far Left: Each day, divers brought cave creatures 
to the surface for students to see. They were 
safely returned to their habitat in the afternoon.  

Left: Students learned about the challenges of  
cave diving by participating in an obstacle 
course while blindfolded. Even some of  the 
teachers got in on the action!



   I was born and raised 
in Nassau. I completed 
h igh schoo l and A 
Leve l s a t Queen ' s 
Col lege, worked at 
Dolphin Encounters and 
t h e n c o m p l e t e d a 
Bachelor's degree in 
Canada. I completed a 
Master's degree and 
t h r e e T e a c h i n g 

Certificates in Florida before moving to Hope 
Town and taking a teaching job at the local 
primary school. 
    My wife (who was also raised in Nassau and 
also teaches in Hope Town) and I have been 
married fifteen years. She is equally passionate 
about the environment. We have a ten year old 
daughter and an eleven year old dog.
        Upon the retirement of the principal, I 
accepted the position. Our school is an Eco 
School and under the guidance of the former 
principal, a founding member of FRIENDS, we 
have long held environmental stewardship as a 
premier goal for our students. My interest in the 
environment however, began at a young age, 
as my father is a marine biologist.

After accepting a position on the 
Board, I remember the k id- l ike joy I 
experienced while meeting my new ‘Friends', 
and seeing the educational directives of the 
organization. In this organization I have found 
another family of likeminded individuals. 
Through FRIENDS I have had, and continue to 
have, the fortunate opportunity to meet 
many  people with similar drive and passion 
about the environment. As part of this 
organization I continue to drive kids toward a 
passion for the world they are part of. And they 
continue to remind me to see life through the 
eyes of a child, that same child who still 
believes it's only natural to love nature. 

Turtle Trot, HG Christie Real Estate, Hope Town Harbour Lodge, Susan Maxman and Family, PROMPT (Paradise Race 
Organization, Management, Promotion & Timing), Abaco Inn, Elbow Cay Properties, Hope Town Hideaways, Hope Town Inn & 
Marina, Abaco Inn, Abaco Family Medicine, Elbow Cay Properties, Hope Town School, Sheree Wallas, Kay Guinness 
Science Fair,  New Vision Ministries, Disney’s Animals, Science and Environment, The United States of America Embassy, BEP 
Foundation.  Judges: Joy Chaplin, Dr. Karen Lips, Kaderin Mills, Huel Moss, Doranell Swain, Nancy Albury, Annstacia Storr, 
Canishka Alexander, Arielle Kelly, Helen Jacobs,  Jim Richard, Kelly Delancy  
Kayak Challenge, Abaco Construction Ltd., Pete’s Pub, Charlie Sweeting, Desmond Hepburn, Tony Sofo, Ben Puckett, Abaco 
Family Medicine, Abaco Petroleum, MH Exporters & Importers, Black Fly Lodge, L.C. Hull & Co., HT Fire Rescue, Abaco Cancer 
Society 
Hope Town Music Festival, Chris Farren/Combustion Music, and all of the community members who made the event possible! 
National Geographic Expedition, University of Miami, Antiquities Monuments and Museums Corporation, Bahamas Caves 
Research Foundation, Bahamas Forestry, Rental Wheels, Pete’s Pub & Gallery, Abaco Imaging, North Rock Water. 
Advertising and Awareness, Coastal Angler Magazine, The Abaconian, Abaco Cruiser’s Net, Conch Salad TV, Steve Dodge and 
Cruising Guide to Abaco, The Abaco Scientist blog, Abaco Life, Native Stew 

Board Spotlight

Our education program visited 18 of  22 Abaco schools, including 
259 teachers and parents, gave 121 classroom presentations, 
ran 58 field trips, and 8 summer camps for 2,423 
students! These experiences created some memorable moments for 
both students and parents. The Science Fair was the biggest yet, with 
345 in attendance and 4 new schools participating. Additionally, 
FRIENDS hosted 10 interns and 2 high school work-study 
students throughout the year. 

40 institutions have stayed at The Kenyon Centre studying over 21 
different research topics including climate change, blue holes, 
lizards, mangroves, coral reefs, and sea turtles. Over 400 individuals 
have toured the centre’s solar demonstration site and xx local 
students have participated in lab sessions at the Centre. 

Schools and community partners participated in a cleanup at Coconut 
Tree Bay which collected 30 bags (over 750 pounds) of  trash. 

2016 Highlights 

Right: Students who participated in the 
science fair trivia competition received reusable 

water bottles donated by Klean Kanteen.

FRIENDS Thanks Friends

Justin Colin Higgs



FRIENDS’ physical growth extended to the Kenyon Centre and solar shed/outdoor classroom in April 2015. Since 
then, we have been working on ways to integrate the structures on property and make the space in between more 
functional and educational. This idea is becoming a reality thanks to the assistance of volunteer landscape planners 
Timothy Bethel and Dario Balboni and the support of FRIENDS members and partners. 

Planning for Functional Landscaping

Kenyon Centre: Personal Testaments 

Edible, Bush Medicine, and 
Pollinator Gardens are being 
installed through member 
support at Reef  Ball 2016

A new concrete floor enables 
greater functionality of  the 
outdoor classroom (Global 
Environment Facility Small 
Grants Program).

The overall plan, to be implemented in phases, allows 
for more efficient parking while maximizing green 
spaces throughout. The plan will serve as a guideline 
for development of the FRIENDS space and will be 
adjusted to suit the organization’s needs as we grow.

Upcoming improvements to 
the nature trail to improve 
safety and access, thanks to a 
grant from the Lyford Cay 
Foundation.

Comfortable dorm-style accommodations with a self service kitchen, indoor and 
outdoor lab space, and a covered outdoor classroom. The Kenyon Centre is available 
for individuals and groups doing research or service projects in Abaco. Ideal for 
small lab groups or larger travel groups (up to 28 beds). Nightly rate is $30 plus 
VAT/person. Please help us spread the word! Share our info with your alma maters! 
More details available on our website, or call us at 242-367-2721.

“It has been a fabulous stay here at the new Kenyon Centre. It has provided a very comfortable and inviting place to stay. This is 
the perfect basecamp for further exploration of  Abaco and great natural and cultural resources. I hope to return to Abaco and 

bring my family. Thank you for providing this place for so many to enjoy.” Keene Haywood, University of  Miami 

“The Frank Kenyon Centre is AMAZING! Can’t thank you guys enough for such a wonderful stay and all the support you’ve 
given. Friends of  the Environment is a group that every country would benefit from, and I know the Bahamas are so much better 
for its existence. By supporting this National Geographic expedition you’ve given us a new appreciation for what it means to fight 
for conservation and the preservation of  the natural world. Thank you for all that you do, we’ve had a great time sharing this trip 

with you!" Chris Millbern, Los Angeles, CA, Our World - Underwater Rolex Scholar 2016

The Frank Kenyon Centre for Research, Education, and Conservation



This November, the Abaco Science Fair brought together 11 local schools to discuss 
challenges and solutions for waste management in The Bahamas. Students projects were 
innovative and showed a passion for the topic. All of  the participating schools are to be 
commended for their efforts!  
Above left and center: Abaco Central High School discovered that plastic bottles were the 
largest source of  pollution on their campus, so they found numerous creative ways to reuse 
them! Their products included an ottoman, jewelry displays, and a working vacuum!

A Community of  Support

FRIENDS’ Mission: To preserve and protect Abaco’s terrestrial and marine environments in order to achieve 
sustainable living for the wildlife and people of  Abaco, Bahamas.

FRIENDS’ Contact Information 

Education Center: 
#2 Conservation Lane  
Marsh Harbour, Abaco 

Tel: (242) 367-2721  
Fax: (242) 367-0722 

info@friendsoftheenvironment.org 
www.friendsoftheenvironment.org  

Mailing Address: 
PO Box AB-20755  
Marsh Harbour,  
Abaco, Bahamas

Officers: 
President, Wynsome Ferguson. Vice President, Jim Richard. Secretary, 
David Knowles. Asst. Secretary, David Price. Treasurer, Charlotte Dunn. 
Directors: Justin Higgs, Diane Claridge, Reg Patterson, Jody Albury,  
Joy Chaplin 

Staff: 
Executive Director, Kristin Williams  
Education Officer, Cassandra Abraham 
Program Coordinator, Olivia Patterson  
Office Manager, Ruth Albury 
Development Coordinator, Cha Boyce 

Turning to Abaco’s Youth for Waste Management Solutions

mangrove flats 
bonefish feeding area 

bird and sawfish habitat

Above: Long Bay School won first place for 
their working bio-digester. Their goal is to 
reduce the impact of  sewage on our 
groundwater and put it to use as a renewable 
source of  energy. 

FRIENDS had a busy fall, full of  fun events. We were so excited to see a high level of  support, both behind the scenes and on 
the ground. While many of  our events are also fundraisers, what it really comes down to is awareness. Daily, we are working 
to raise environmental awareness throughout Abaco. Events such as the Abaco Kayak Challenge, Hope Town Turtle Trot, 
and Hope Town Music Festival give us opportunities to connect with the community and highlight FRIENDS’ work - the 
work that your donation dollars support. So to our sponsors and participants, THANK YOU, on behalf  of  Abaco’s 
environment! We look forward to much more fun participation and exciting partnerships in the future.

mailto:info@friendsoftheenvironment.org
http://www.friendsoftheenvironment.org
mailto:info@friendsoftheenvironment.org
http://www.friendsoftheenvironment.org

