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Realizing that a studentʼs needs and learning style vary greatly as they develop, FRIENDS sought to expand its popular summer 
camps to serve a wider range of ages and interests. The 2014 season of summer camps even made an impression on FRIENDS 

staff and volunteers, as students truly came into their own and grew into ambassadors for Abacoʼs Environment.

Participants in the Nature Detective 
Camp for 12-14 year olds designed 

their own experiments and 
investigated topics about Abaco’s 

environment that made them curious.

The International Game Fish Association 
sponsored Fishing Camp for ages 9-11 in 
Marsh Harbour and Sandy Point. Campers 
learned best fishing practices and many of 

them caught their very first fish!

Junior Camp introduces children to 
Abaco’s ecosystems while combining 

crafts, games and field trips. Each day, 
campers learn and share new ways to 

reduce their impact on the environment.

Students sharpened their snorkeling 
skills to collect data while visiting 
seagrass beds and coral reefs.

1894 Communities8Camps Students
(ages 6-18)



FRIENDS Thanks Friends

The summer camps hosted by Friends of the 
Environment are one of the most highly anticipated 
summer activities for students during their summer 
break. Campers look forward to an exciting and fun 
time, of learning the best practices for preserving our 
environment. Our summer camps are at a high 
demand and this year was no exception, as we were 
not able to accommodate all  persons wanting to 
participate.  It was exciting to hear the awesome 
story of a six year old camper of Grand Cay, after 
been taught the importance of sea turtles and the 

fact that it is illegal  to catch them; she observed a man catching one. The 
camper reported it to the police and the gentleman was arrested. What an 
amazing story!

I wish to congratulate the staff at Friends of the Environment for the 
remarkable service given over the years, educating the entire island of 
Abaco on the importance of protecting and conserving our environment. A 
special thank you to our donors and all who support our efforts at 
FRIENDS, in our educational/conservation programs and awareness 
initiatives. In addition, a great debt of gratitude for the tremendous and 
overwhelming support given for the construction of the Abaco Research & 
Conservation Center (ARCC).  

The Board of Directors and staff of FRIENDS look forward to a productive 
remainder of the year, as we take on the mammoth task of constructing 
the Abaco Research Center. We appreciate all who consistently support 
our endeavors and we look forward to working with you in achieving our 
goals.

Wynsome Ferguson
President

Lionfish Derby Marsh Harbour Exporters and Importers, Bahamas Marine Exporters Association, 
Enie Buhler, Hannah Levenson, Allison Todd, Marsh Harbour Marina & Jib Room, The 
Department of  Marine Resources
Advertising and Awareness, Coastal Angler Magazine, The Abaconian, Abaco Cruiser’s Net, 
Conch Salad TV, Steve Dodge and Cruising Guide to Abaco, The Abaco Scientist blog
Summer Field Courses,  Ryann Rossi, Stephanie Archer,  Mark D’Angelis, Enie Buhler, Beth 
Whitman, Hannah Levenson, Allison Todd, Bahamas National Trust, The Nature Conservancy, 
Nancy Albury and the Antiquities Monuments and Museums Corporation
Rockin’ with FRIENDS,  Firefly Sunset Resort, Chris Farren, Jessica Farren, Shane Cash, Aly 
Boyce, James Boyce, The Aberle Family, Steve Marinak, Ingrid Marinak, Stevie Marinak, Nicole 
Berg, John Christie and Joe Euteneuer
Summer Camp, Friendship Tabernacle, St. Martin’s Anglican Church, Disney’s Animals Science 
and Environment, International Game Fish Association, Tristan Dylan, Cait Burnham and Kiernan 
Byrne, Ken and Anne Perkinson, Abaco Lodge, Sara Green and Jen Wilson, Nancy Albury and the 
Antiquities Monuments and Museums Corporation, Paul Pinder

President’s Letter

Save the Date

November 8th - Kayak Challenge
November 20th - FRIENDS Science 

Fair.  (Theme: Invasive Species)

November 27th - Turtle Trot, 5K
February 7th - Hope Town Reef  Ball
February 28th - Marsh Harbour Reef  

Ball

 FRIENDS is a registered 
501 (c) 3 organization; that 

means gifts to FRIENDS 
are tax deductible in 
The United States.

SUMMER 2014                                                                          FRIENDS OF THE ENVIRONMENT                                                VOL. 21, ISSUE II, PAGE 2

Do you receive email newsletters  from us? Please 
check your junkmail!  All members should receive a 
monthly update email. We have found that some of 
these are going to junkmail. If you, or a friend, would 
like to be added to the list, please email us  at: 
info@friendsoftheenvironment.org

Community Support for 
Proposed Protected Areas

Four areas are currently proposed for protection 
in Abaco: the East Abaco Creeks (Snake Cay 
Creek, Bight of  Old Robinson and Cherokee 
Sound), South Abaco Blue Holes, Cross Harbour 
and The Marls. These areas have been proposed 
by community groups and conservation 
organizations due to their importance to the 
environment, economy and culture of  Abaco 
(and The Bahamas). The proposals are all in 
various stages of  consultation and processing, 
and expect to benefit from some government-led 
community meetings in the near future. To learn 
more about each of  these areas and why they are 
so important, please visit our website and check 
out the Habitat Conservation page under 
“Current Projects”. Feel free to contact us or stop 
by our office to share your thoughts about these 
proposals. 

The student body of Forest Heights Academy stood 
together on Earth Day to show their support for the 

establishment of the East Abaco Creeks 
National Park. Sign the petition: 

www.tinyurl.com/eastabacocreeks

Juvenile spiny lobster 
found in Snake Cay 
Creek. Photo by Lory 
Kenyon.

mailto:info@friendsoftheenvironment.org
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The Abaco Research & Conservation Center (ARCC) is shaping up to be FRIENDS’ 
greatest achievement and its greatest challenge... 

Thanks to our decision to create a center for scientists  and students, FRIENDS has  built new relationships, opened new doors, 
received some of the largest grants  and donations in the organization’s 25 year history, provided opportunities for Foundations to 
make a lasting difference in the future of Abaco, and been able to work with families to find a meaningful way to memorialize 
loved ones.  It will allow FRIENDS to take our organization and operation to the next level, we will now be able to provide more 
environmental opportunities  to high schoolers, to local and international students, children and grandchildren of second 
homeowners and to encourage more scientific inquiry in this amazing place.

However, as anyone who has ever built in The Bahamas knows, everything costs  more, takes  more time, and involves more 
complications that one could have ever believed at the start of the project.   When we began FRIENDS was starting with the 
base of a  mobile office building to get us going - but plans changed and we ended up designing our own building, which will be 
much better suited to the needs of  our students, but it requires more money. 

We made the decision to be as low impact, and use as many sustainable products  as possible and to equip the building with clean 
energy. It is an investment in our environment and in Abaco’s future; ARCC will provide a model for others and set an 
important example, but it requires more money.

We want to meet both the needs of local students, who have limited opportunities for practical experience when it comes to 
science and environmental learning,  and visiting scientists, who help us learn about our environment and how best to care for it, 
but can barely afford to study here due to high housing and transportation costs.   But providing lab infrastructure,  classroom 
space, a kitchen large enough to cook for groups and rooms to stay, requires more money.

If you have ever considered making a donation to create something lasting in Abaco, as  a tribute to your time here, as a pledge 
to the future of Abaco or as a gift to others who love this  place we urge you to consider joining us by making an investment in 
the Abaco Research and Conservation Center. Contact us today for more details. 
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Lionfish Derby

2014 field courses already making an impact: “ I learned more about The Bahamas during this 3-day course than I have in 17 years!” --K.L. 

The 4th annual Central Abaco Lionfish Derby was a great success. Eight 
boats registered for a chance to win cash prizes donated by Marsh Harbour 
Exporters and Importers and The Bahamas Marine Exporters Association. 
A total of 1,442 fish were collected between sunrise and 4pm! Fish were 
counted and measured by students of North Carolina State University and 

p rocessed a t the F ish House . 
Participants and onlookers gathered at 
the Jib Room Restaurant for awards 
and the much-anticipated lionfish 
tasting. 
Special thanks to Marsh Harbour 
Exporters and Importers, Bahamas 
Marine Exporters Association, The Jib 
Room and Marsh Harbour Marina, 
North Carolina State University and all 
of the participants for making the event 
possible!

RESULTS: 
1st - “Kiki”, 399 fish

2nd - “Lil Big Fish”, 353 fish
3rd - “Let Her Go”, 340 fish

Largest - “Kiki”, 37.7cm
Smallest - “Good Luck”, 4cm

4cm, the size of  the smallest lionfish caught



FRIENDS’ Mission: To preserve and protect Abaco’s terrestrial and marine environments in order to achieve 
sustainable living for the wildlife and people of  Abaco, Bahamas.

FRIENDS’ Contact Information

Education Center:
#2 Conservation Lane 
Marsh Harbour, Abaco

Tel: (242) 367-2721 
Fax: (242) 367-0722

info@friendsoftheenvironment.org
www.friendsoftheenvironment.org 

Mailing Address:
PO Box AB-20755 
Marsh Harbour, 
Abaco, Bahamas

Officers:
President, Wynsome Ferguson. Vice President, Jim Richard. Secretary, David 
Knowles. Asst. Secretary, David Price. Treasurer, Charlotte Dunn.

Directors: Justin Higgs, Diane Claridge, Reg Patterson, Jody Albury, Joy Chaplin, 
Mike Lightbourn, Alana Carroll, Danny Sawyer

Staff:
Executive Director, Kristin Williams 
Education Officer, Cassandra Abraham
Program Coordinator, Olivia Patterson 
Development Officer, Lindsey McCoy
Office Coordinator, Ruth Albury
Events Coordinator, Cha Boyce

Dedicated Volunteers:
Membership, Nan Kenyon
Development, Sasha Fair

2013 Financial Report
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Young Leaders

Stay up to date with research!
The Abaco Scientist has a new web-address! Please share the site 
with anyone you think may be interested! If you would like to 
become a contributor, please email 
olivia@friendsoftheenvironment.org.

http://appliedecology.cals.ncsu.edu/absci/

Jordan (age 6), of  Grand Cay attended the FRIENDS Summer Camp 
in August. While at camp, Jordan learned about the importance of  sea 
turtles to the environment; he also learned that because of  their 
importance it is illegal to harm or harvest turtles in The Bahamas. The 
very same week he observed an adult in his community with a captured 
turtle. He reported the illegal act to his parents and to the police. The 
guilty person was subsequently fined! Jordan is to be congratulated for 
having the courage to speak up and for caring about his environment. 
We can all take a page from his book!

Summer camps also provide leadership opportunities for young 
Bahamians. Each year, FRIENDS trains several high school and 
college-age students as teaching assistants for summer camp. 
These students learn more about the Bahamian environment, as 
well as skills in classroom management, while assisting in 
teaching the camp curriculum. Often, these students have 
participated in prior FRIENDS activities when they were 
younger. If  you are interested in volunteering with FRIENDS, 
write to info@friendsoftheenvironment.org.
We thank AJ McIntosh, James Albury (pictured), and James 
Boyce for their assistance this year! 

INCOMEINCOME
Membership $22,856.40
Donations $30,145.00
Events
   Reef Ball $71,035.00
   Other Events $26,514.96
Merchandise $5,098.00
Admin. Services $4,190.00
Interest from the CD $84.44
Rentals $23,500.00
ARC Center $25,069.10
Foundations $53,580.00
TOTAL INCOME $262,072.90
EXPENSESEXPENSES
Salaries $33,304.18
Rent $19,800.00
BEC Electric $5,302.60
Communications $2,570.59
Office Supplies $1,941.93
Office Maintenance $2,253.90
Vehicle Maintenance $2,478.46
Bank Charges $4,726.90
Meetings/Conferences $216.28
Insurance $3,485.26
ABACO RESEARCH CENTERABACO RESEARCH CENTER
Capital Costs $1,845.00
Salaries $9,076.09
Programs $4,065.25
Legal Fees $8,634.92
Travel $1,447.84
PROGRAMSPROGRAMS
Marine Resources $11,733.02
Invasive Species $28,899.46
Environmental Education $54,340.30
Habitat Conservation $11,583.50
Development $52,053.58
TOTAL  EXPENSES $259,759.06
Revenue $2,313.84
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