   Go Native at the Nursery

There are many native substitutes to popular non-native landscaping plants. Planting native may cost a few cents more, but those costs pay off in the long run in lower maintenance, watering and replacement costs.

	Common Uses
	Invasive Species
	Good Substitutes

	Windbreaks, hedges, medium sized trees
	Casuarina, Hawaiian sea grape
	Green & Silver Buttonwood, Native sea grape, Green cocoplum

	Flowering trees and shrubs
	Orchid tree, Brazilian pepper, Scheffelera, Fig/Ficus
	Native frangipani, Geiger tree, Lignum vitae, Necklace pod, Yellow elder,

Bay Cedar

	Ground cover and accents
	Hawaiian sea grape, Brazilian pepper
	Railroad vine, Sea purslane, Sea oxeye daisy, Sea oats, Spider lily, Bay geranium, Sea rocket

	Palms
	Traveler’s Palm, Manila Palm / Christmas Palm
	Sabal or cabbage palm, Silver topped palm, Buccaneer palm, 

Thatch palm


Mission Statement

Friends of the Environment is dedicated to the preservation and protection of Abaco’s terrestrial and marine environments in order to achieve sustainable living for the wildlife and the people of Abaco.
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Pictured above: Spider lily

On the front cover: Geiger tree

Inside flap: Silver buttonwood

Inside middle panel: Native sea grape

Photos by: Kent LeBoutillier
Friends of the Environment is a not for profit Society incorporated under the Bahamas

Companies Act of 1991.
In the United States your gift to FRIENDS of $250 or more is tax deductible. 

Friends of the Environment

PO BOX AB-20755

Marsh Harbor, Abaco, Bahamas

242-367-2721

info@friendsoftheenvironment.org
www.friendsoftheenvironment.org
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FRIENDS Needs Your Help 

Friends of the Environment is dedicated to the protection, restoration and long term management of biodiversity and the prevention of regional extinction of native plants, animals and ecosystems through education and awareness. 

Native plants are not only important to the bird and animals that rely on them for food, they also play an important part in protecting our islands from storm damage, holding dunes and precious soil in place far more effectively than non-natives who have been introduced to the Bahamas.
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Native habitats in many areas have been severely degraded due to habitat destruction from development, plant poaching and other human activities which is allowing invasive plants to out-compete native plants in their own habitat.

It has become clear that in order to preserve our native plants, setting aside conservation areas will not be enough! The Bahamas needs your assistance to preserve biodiversity and the natural beauty of our islands.
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Native gardening can provide positive conservation benefits. It will:

· Create larger, more connected plant populations insuring the future of the native plant species. 

· Provide food and shelter for native wildlife including birds and butterflies. 

· Provide stop over habitat for migrating wildlife.

· Reduce landscape maintenance and water consumption.

Don’t clear cut your land!

Although it sounds easier, having your new lot bulldozed is only a short-term convenience. In the long run, you are removing many plants that you will have to purchase to replant later and you stand a strong chance of losing a great deal of soil to erosion without plants to hold it in place.

If you simply clear the footprint for your house, the native plants that remain can provide a maintenance free backdrop for your other, more ornamental plantings. 

The plants that grow naturally in the Bahamas are very wind and salt tolerant and rarely sustain the same catastrophic damage from hurricanes as exotic plants. 

Save Native Trees and Plants
Typical native trees that grow in the coppice forest are deciduous, meaning they drop their leaves throughout the year. As the leaves decompose, nutrients are released into the soil, providing a natural fertilizer. Iron, a mineral essential to healthy soil, is released in large quantities by decaying poisonwood leaves. The high concentration of iron will improve soil quantity and save money and time dealing with chemical fertilizers.



Save Money, Time and Resources as you Settle into Life in the Abacos


Let “the back 40” go wild

Even a small house lot will eventually develop an area that is unused, un-landscaped or unseen. Why not let nature take its course in that area? Many “weeds” that pop up are actually a variety of wildflower and will attract butterflies and hummingbirds. 

Support the Curly Tails

Heavy poisons not only kill weeds, they also kill the natural cleaners of your yard. The local curly tail lizards and anole lizards help out by eating ants, termites, mosquitoes, gnats, and no-see-ums. 


Rat traps usually catch a curly tail before rats or mice. Try and set your traps at dusk, and then take them up during the day, as curly tails are only active during the day light hours.










