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The Honourable Minister Lawrence Cartwright

The Department of Agriculture and Marine Resources

P.O. Box N 3028

Nassau, Bahamas

February 25, 2010

Dear Minister Cartwright:
Friends of the Environment (FRIENDS) would like to thank The Department of Marine Resources and The Bahamas Government for making the decision to prohibit the vessel Pelagic I to purse seine net tuna in Bahamian waters. Additionally, FRIENDS would like to commend the government for their wise action in amending the legislation to ban future endeavors such as this in The Bahamas.

In recent weeks the amount of public concern regarding this matter has been overwhelming and it is encouraging to know that your ministry has taken those concerns into consideration. It is also encouraging to see the amount of environmental awareness that arose both locally and abroad.
The importance of our natural resources cannot be understated. The Bahamas has the opportunity to lead the way in sustainable fishing in the Caribbean and this is a step in the right direction.  Thank you again for your timely and positive response to a potentially serious threat to our marine resources. 
Sincerely,

Kristin Williams 

Executive Director

PO Box AB 20755


Marsh Harbour, Abaco, Bahamas
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